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Dearest Readers,

 It’s a pleasure to speak to you. We don’t usually, as space is 
limited and we prefer that our work speak for itself. But it’s our an-
niversary!  It has been one year since the first Radicle hit the streets.  
We came out of an anarchist general assembly and have been 
edited by a small and committed collective for the past 11 issues.
 This is an anarchist project in every sense: we all have 
free reign to suggest content, write it, solicit it, find art, or make 
it ourselves. We all co-edit when we can and we make deci-
sions together in a consistent, if not formal fashion. We voice 
our opinions about what to include, our thoughts about in-
dividual pieces, layout, everything. While those employed in 
hierarchical media organizations would find this insane, it is 
actually an enlivening practice, and it is reflective of the soci-
ety we wish to create: one with no bosses, and one in which we 
can meet as equals to creatively engage with this messy world.
 We do print media because it is egalitarian. Anyone can 
find our paper and do with it what they will. (Big ups to whoever 
is wheat-pasting issues in public spaces around town!) You don’t 
need expensive technology to access it and, hopefully, it speaks to 
those who have never considered these thoughts and viewpoints. 
We wish to present space for ideas, not shoehorn our own into 
people’s consciousnesses. These ideas are received best when 
they are freely available for everyone to consider. This is a free 
paper in every sense, but that doesn’t mean we don’t need re-
sources! Printing costs money, so we’d gladly accept donations 
in order to keep this project going. You can do so on our site.
 We invite all of our readers to contribute, to come 
find us, pitch stories, or submit art. You can do so by writ-
ing to us at theportlandradicle@riseup.net or going to our 
website at portlandradicle.wordpress.com/write. We’re also 
working on making ourselves more available to you, so that 
you can pitch to us, and we can work on pieces together.
 Finally, this year has been trying because of the political 
repression experienced by anarchist communities in the Pacific 
Northwest. The government is stalking around, subpoenaing this 
and raiding that, trying to put down the spirit of resistance that is 
very much alive here. We document not only what they do but how 
people respond. We take enormous pleasure in the diversity and fe-
rocity in the ways people fight for liberation and against oppression.

For another year of anarchy,

The Portland Radicle
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From the Radicle Collective

Dear Emma,

 The Pacific Northwest has been 
dealing with state repression that has 
affected communities across the region.  
How can we continue to build trust, 
friendship and community during this 
time of increased state surveillance and 
negative media attention?  How do we 
reach others outside of our small commu-
nities to express anarchist ideals and solutions to the problem of 
capital? 

 The work we are doing, if we are committed to it, will 
be as difficult as it is necessary. To call out power, to challenge it 
meaningfully, to stop oppression in our lives and not in some fan-
tastical hereafter, and to create a new society based on camarade-
rie and creativity is exhilarating, but it can also be terrifying. Seeing 
your comrades persecuted, not only by police, but in the capitalist 
world at large is difficult. Your ideas and their weight come back 
in full force when the people you love are jailed, institutionalized, 
threatened and abused.
 I know a great deal about surveillance, repression and 
negative representation in the press. As trying as all this has been, 
the powers that be acted as if I would breathe fire and start a revo-
lution at every stop I made when I spoke. But what was I doing? 
Spreading ideas. Telling people, who had perhaps never consid-
ered the conditions of their slavery, that they could seize the reins 
of their own freedom! I told them how to do it. How terrifying for 
the repressive forces in the world. I drew thousands more to see 
me than I ever would have if repressive forces had not decried my 
influence. 
 Many people will not benefit in their repression, how-
ever; it means they will lose their jobs and housing. Being a con-
victed criminal or being branded as an “anarchist” will close many 
doors. Since this is the case, learning to support one another while 
you struggle against capital is crucial. This means solidifying bonds 
to make your communities strong and materially supporting your 
comrades in need. If your friend goes to jail, as mine did, agitate 
on their behalf, never forget them, and make them feel loved and 
supported while the state subjects them to the torture of confine-
ment. Know that repression may be inevitable, and proceed with 
this knowledge, but also know that many heroic and ordinary peo-
ple before you have battled the same. If your communities know 
how to resist, how to defeat grand juries and investigations, how to 
do legal support, how to advocate for prisoners and how to defend 
members of your community in these times, you will go a long way 
to making yourself stronger and more resilient.

Dear Emma



March 16th marked the first of what we hope will be many 
gatherings in an effort to facilitate communication, network-

ing, and solidarity among local anti-capitalists. Our common ef-
forts demand coordinated strategies and efforts, and it is with this 
in mind that we were pleased to witness the assembly of more 
than 50 local anti-capitalists engaged in constructive discussions 
and even eagerly going into overtime. Groups with representatives 
in attendance included: the All-African People’s Revolutionary 
Party, Anarchist Black Cross, Blazing Arrow Organization, Blue 
Heron Collective, Food Not Bombs, Food & Garden Team, 
Hella 503, Industrial Workers of the World, Jericho Movement, 
Laughing Horse Infoshop, the Portland Radicle, PSU Student 
Action Coalition, Student Organizing Coalition, the Pink Tape 
Collective, Portland Central America Solidarity Committee, the 
Red & Black Cafe, several different neighborhood working groups 
coordinated under the umbrella of the community housing agree-
ment, a loose assortment of other individuals from Portland (and 
one from Oakland) and, of course, the event’s hosts, Culture of 
Resistance.
 Breaking into topic-based groups, those in attendance 
had a number of conversations on matters of deep concern to our 
community. The topics of these discussions, as determined by 
group proposal and participation based on interest, were: alterna-
tives to the police, prison abolition and anti-repression, housing 
justice, community accountability & safer spaces, workplace strug-
gles & organizing and May Day. The content of these discussions 
both was informed by the ongoing discourse around these topics 
within our community and, it is our hope, will contribute to the 
continued development of this discourse and practical application 
of theory in active praxis within our community. Questions such 
as “What does accountability within our community look like ma-
terially?” “How can we support unemployed construction work-
ers with better public works projects to assuage tensions between 
labor and environmentalists when projects like the Columbia 
River Crossing threaten to deepen rifts between the two?” “How 
to we respond to police violence against our communities?” and 
“How can you help with ongoing projects such as prisoner letter-
writing night every last Tuesday at the Red & Black Cafe or with 
May Day organizing?” are all important to laying the foundations 
for building momentum in our struggle.
 Finally, the general attendance of this assembly discussed 
the topic of anti-capitalist solidarity and what that should look 
like here in Portland. Ideas suggested to this end included: a 
non-sectarian focus on our common work, principled collabora-
tions, organizing after the marching stops, integrating our projects 
into long-term campaigns, building our movement beyond sub-
cultures and in the material community around us, broadening 
the scope of the struggles we consider as inhabiting the realm of 
anti-capitalist struggle and revisiting anti-capitalist histories to learn 
the lessons they have to teach us about our failures (how to avoid 
repeating them) and our victories (how to achieve them again). 
It is here, that we hope this discourse builds into an active and 
engaged manifestation within our community.
 We’ve got to keep meeting like this, and it is our hope to 

help in facilitating further assemblies of this sort in future. In the 
meantime, perhaps our community should take up the opportu-
nity to advance the discussions had at the Anti-Capitalist General 
Assembly, as well as other conversations by way of the myriad 
of possible frameworks to advance fun within our community. 
Such frameworks could include social nights like Music for the 
Working Class every last Wednesday at the Red & Black Cafe. 
These frameworks might also include film screenings or perhaps 
the ever-elusive radical soccer league. Ultimately, however, this 
discourse is not the next step but merely the ongoing process of 
maintaining a foundation for our struggle against capitalism. In the 
long run we must work with the people in our neighborhoods and 
communities, not just with radicals. We must build relationships 
and do the hard, unglamorous work.
 There are many ideas floating around for what the next 
Anti-Capitalist Assembly should look like. We invite you to offer 
suggestions and assistance in making it everything our community 
needs it to be to help facilitate success within our movement. The 
next assembly could be more formal, perhaps taking the form 
of a spokes council with delegates prepared with proposals from 
their groups and decisions arrived at, or maybe even less formal, 
including more time for socializing among our fellow socialists. 
Ultimately, this is your assembly as much as it is ours and we en-
courage those investing their time, thoughts and energy in the end 
of the capitalist mode of production to contribute in making it 
happen.  

A Dispatch from the Anti-Capitalist General Assembly
by Culture of Resistance



May Day is an international celebration of the working class. It 
has historical ties to anarchists and hundreds of thousands 

of others who agitated for an eight-hour workday. Four anarchists 
engaged in that struggle were hanged in Chicago in 1887, falsely 
accused of a bombing which took place at a rally shortly after May 
Day the previous year, in an incident known as The Haymarket 
Affair. Recently in the U.S., May Day has also been a day of protest 
for immigrants demanding their rights. May Day is a show of soli-
darity and strength and a day for remembrance. 
 With May Day fast approaching, we offer you this abridged 
text by Crimethinc, a tutorial for black bloc. A full version can be 
found on our website: portlandradicle.wordpress.com.
 The black bloc tactic was used in Seattle on May Day last 
year to deal hundreds of thousands of dollars of damage to corpora-
tions like Nike and Starbucks, as well as banks and a federal court-
house. Anarchists in the Pacific Northwest were then targeted by a 
grand jury and FBI raids for their alleged participation. Four were 
jailed for resisting the grand jury, though all have been released.
 The black bloc remains a controversial tactic and one em-
ployed with mixed results. Applied with care, black bloc can lead to 
wild, defiant, liberatory experiences befitting this joyous day.

What is a Bloc? 

 You may have heard of the notorious Black Bloc, a ven-
erable, if not doddering, anarchist tradition in which a mass of 
direct action enthusiasts gather, all wearing black clothing and 
masks, and engage in some level of illegal activity. 

What is a Bloc good for?

 Acting in a Bloc is especially useful when some of the par-
ticipants in the action expect they may break laws. When every-
one in a group looks the same, it is difficult for the police or others 
to tell who did what. Most criminal activities are better carried off 
in a less obvious manner, of course, but there are situations in 
which it is necessary to step outside the limits in public.
 One of the positive sides of public Bloc activity is that, 
unlike entirely underground activity, it can create open-ended 
situations, in which the actions of a few can open the floodgates 
for others to join in. One of the many objectionable qualities of 
terrorism is that, at best, it is still a spectator sport; a Bloc, on the 
other hand, can be a participatory and contagious radicalizing ex-
perience. 

Where and how can the Bloc tactic be applied?

 The Bloc can serve many purposes. It can simply be pres-
ent as a promise of solidarity, or a threat. It can act as a line of 
defense for or a distraction from other activists doing civil dis-

obedience actions such as lock-downs and blockades, who 
will be unable to defend themselves from the police. It can 

engage in property destruction: this can achieve economic ends, 
such as inflicting financial losses upon wicked corporations, or 
other practical goals, or alienated workers (and even activists!) can 
experience firsthand that the stranglehold their oppressors seem 
to have on reality can literally be broken. 
 When choosing goals for a Bloc at a mass action, it is 
critical that the intentions, needs, and comfort levels of locals and 
others who will be involved or present be taken into account. His-
torically, at demonstrations, almost every Bloc that has mixed well 
with a much larger mass of law-abiding protesters has managed to 
maintain some degree of safety and coherence, while almost every 
Bloc that has attempted to operate in their absence has suffered 
or at least risked serious police repression. Some lessons we can 
draw from previous successes and failures are:

1. The Bloc should not operate without either the element of sur-
prise or the benefit of broad crowd cover, at least not unless it is 
expected to be of vast numbers, high morale, and great defensive 
experience, or unless the purpose of the action is to get a lot of 
participants arrested.

2. Announced direct actions (Blocs, unpermitted marches, etc.) at 
mass events should always take place on or before the big day of 
general protest, never after them. When direct action enthusiasts 
are the only ones left out on the street after the law-abiding activ-
ists have gone home, the police know they can isolate, abuse, and 
arrest them without fear of stepping on the toes of the “wrong” 
citizens, or being observed by such citizens as they do so. The 
presence of others who would witness police brutality is an impor-
tant deterrent; work without it at your peril.

3. Those operating in a Bloc need to have the support or at least 
the respect of some, if not most, of those outside the Bloc, so as 
to ensure their safety on the field, let alone general good will in the 
activist community.

 On the other hand, there are cases in which none of these 
rules of thumb is relevant. Entirely outside the realm of mass ac-
tions, as long as the element of surprise is present, there are many 
other environments in which the Bloc tactic can be applied; in-
deed, such applications may be the most promising for the future 
of the Bloc, now that police are very familiar with and prepared 
for Bloc presence at demonstrations.
 When acting in a Bloc with no demonstrating mass for 
cover, the most important advantage you have to work with is sur-
prise. If you organize in such a way that the authorities in question 
don’t see your action coming, you may be able to get everything 
done and escape before they’re able to respond. Even when they 
do arrive, chances are they will not be prepared to make mass ar-
rests, so you can expect them to attempt only to seize individuals; 
in this situation, the individuals carrying out high risk actions may 
be able to disappear in the commotion. Always be sure everyone 
in your group, especially the ones who aren’t keen on taking great 
legal risks, knows exactly what the highest level of possible illegal 
activity is in advance, as you never know whether the police will 
choose to hold others responsible for the actions of those they 
couldn’t catch!

Blocs: Black and Otherwise
by Crimethinc
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Structure

 The affinity group is the basic building block of any Bloc. 
It is impossible to overstate the importance of engaging in Bloc 
activity as part of a small group capable of fending for itself and 
making decisions.Blocs made up of self-sufficient affinity groups 
can make democratic decisions quickly, can split up into equally 
effective smaller groups, can handle stressful situations without 
the added stress of herding a flock of confused followers. It goes 
without saying that within your affinity group, you should establish 
common expectations about what goals are, what level of risk is 
acceptable, what kind of security is appropriate. Security is espe-
cially important in Bloc activities, be-
cause of the sketchy mix of public and 
unlawful activity that may be involved; 
be sure everyone has the same sense 
of security culture.
 Regardless of the total size of 
the Bloc, each affinity group should 
be totally self-sustaining, at least in re-
gards to the goals it intends to achieve. 
Escape routes, legal resources, emer-
gency backup plans, knowledge of the 
area—every affinity group should have 
all of these. A buddy system inside a 
group is useful, so if the group itself is dispersed individuals can 
take responsibility for the safety and whereabouts of their part-
ners. Internal roles can be assigned: for example, scouts who keep 
track of activity and police presence (these can be equipped with 
hand radios or cell phones with which to communicate with the 
main group, and can ride bicycles for extra speed and mobility; it 
usually makes the most sense to position them a block or so away 
from the group, so they can provide early warnings and broader 
perspective on the area), communications people (also with ra-
dios or cell phones, and perhaps a police scanner) to exchange 
information with the scouts and other groups, runners to com-
municate new information to nearby groups, experienced folks 
to correlate and consider information and take responsibility for 
making split-second decisions, persons to actually carry out the 
actions planned, lookouts to cover them, perhaps a flag-bearer 
or marching band to maintain morale and keep the group visible 
from a distance, and so on. The strength of the Bloc is its de-
centralized, unpredictable nature. We are conductors setting the 
stage for improvisation, not military tacticians with underlings and 
commanding officers.

Preparation

 One of the most important things to do before an ac-
tion is learn the area. As many members of each group as pos-
sible should spend time traversing it, taking careful note of escape 
routes and dead ends, cameras, places the police may mass or 
seek to protect, possible targets, possible resources (barricading 
materials such as moveable fences, etc.), and above all making 
sure they will not get lost. Those who cannot be there in advance 
should at least memorize maps.

During the action

 It is often wise to write the phone number of a legal con-
tact on your body in permanent marker shortly before an action, 
so you can be sure it will be available to you if you are arrested, re-
gardless of what else transpires. You may need to know other cell 
phone numbers and so on for the day’s actions: try to learn them 
by heart, or, failing that, write them on your skin in an ink that you 
can rub off if absolutely necessary. You’ll also want to have enough 
money on you for food, transportation, and phone calls, but no 
more, as that would probably disappear in the event of arrest. 
Remove piercings that could be torn out. Do not carry your ad-

dress book, or unnecessary anarchist 
propaganda, or anything needlessly 
incriminating or illegal; take your I.D. 
with you if you want to be processed 
as your “true” identity in the event of 
arrest, make sure you have no iden-
tifying papers on you if you plan on 
withholding your identity from the po-
lice in that event. Carry plenty of wa-
ter and high-energy foods with you; be 
prepared for emergencies—if you get 
separated from everyone and have to 
spend the night hiding out in a dump-

ster, you don’t want to be starving too—but don’t weigh yourself 
down with anything unnecessary. Carry with you whatever first aid 
supplies you know how to use that might be useful. Be aware of 
what medical assistance—such as street medics and clinics—is go-
ing to be present in the streets.
 Clothing is the one essential feature of the Bloc tactic, and 
the rock upon which it rests or founders.The whole idea of a Bloc 
is to look indistinguishable from each other, so make sure whatev-
er your Bloc theme is, everyone is on the same page about it, and 
that your own clothing doesn’t bear any features that distinguish it. 
Layers are key: if possible, wear an outer layer in which to travel to 
the Bloc action, a layer of Bloc clothing, and then another layer of 
getaway clothing beneath this. It may be most sensible to carry the 
outer layer of your getaway layer in a sealed bag, in case you are 
covered in paint, tear gas, etc. by the time you need to use it. If you 
expect chemical weapons attacks, wear a waterproof outer layer 
that admits no access, and under that synthetic fibers that won’t 
absorb chemicals (cotton will). For serious confrontations, choose 
a gasmask with shatter-proof lenses and replaceable non-asbestos 
filters that won’t obscure your vision too much; otherwise, you can 
breathe through a bandanna soaked in vinegar or lime juice (trans-
port the bandanna to the action in a sealed bag; you can carry a 
lime or two with you to keep it fresh) and wear swimming goggles 
(these can be obtained in prescription form for those who wear 
eyeglasses; when not wearing them over your eyes, keep them in-
side out on your forehead so they won’t fog up). If you expect to 
risk receiving blows or projectile fire, wear body armor of some 
kind (sports gear can suffice) and foam or padding, and a bicycle 
or motorcycle helmet.
 A Bloc that intends to defend territory in clashes with 
the police may decide to 
use shields. These can be 5(BLOC, cont. Page 6)



made from trash can lids or cut traffic barrels, inflat-
able rafts or inner tubes heavily reinforced with duct 

tape and possibly a layer of tarp, good old-fashioned cardboard, 
or layered (super-glued together) and reinforced plexiglass. Soften 
up the handles with a thick wrapping of duct tape so the shock of 
impact won’t break your wrists, and provide plenty of room on the 
grip so your knuckles don’t take all the blow.
 The moment the Bloc forms can be pivotal. Where and 
when to mask up is a hard question: if you do it too late, once 
you’ve joined the Bloc, you risk being identified; if you do it too 
early, before you’ve joined the Bloc, you risk being nabbed by 
the police. In a mass action situation, the convergence of the Bloc 
should never occur before other protesters are out in the streets. 
A Bloc should keep close to them as well as tight internally; police 
may try to push in and isolate the Bloc.
 Once together, stay tight spatially—you need to keep po-
lice out of your ranks, prevent snatch squads from getting in to 
grab individuals, and also keep your friends at your sides rather 
than strangers or possible undercover officers. Banners down the 
front and sides of a group can offer useful barriers to this end. Re-
member, your physical presence and togetherness comprise your 
strength, your readiness to repel police charges and foil arrest at-
tempts is your marching permit.
 It’s possible to conceal useful materials in an area in ad-
vance—a dumpster can be filled with sticks and rocks or spraypaint 
cans. Keep in mind that carrying a bag of rocks, bottles, gasoline, 
etc. will not look good if you get arrested.
 In the heat of action, it’s easy for all the structures you 
have set up in your affinity group to dissolve as individuals get 
caught up in new developments. Don’t lose your head and let the 
mob mentality take over; make sure to stay spatially close with 
your group at all times, keep in communication with them about 
what is happening, don’t get distracted from your role. Don’t pan-
ic, don’t believe unsubstantiated rumors.
 Scouts should practice using communication equipment 
without being obvious, and while bicycling, if applicable; those 
recognized as scouts can count on police harassment, which will 
be all the more problematic because they are alone and critical to 
the success of the group.
 Barricades can be made out of anything from newspaper 
dispensers to burning dumpsters, and can serve to slow police 
progress or simply halt traffic; if you’ve scouted in advance, you 
should be able to get them in place very quickly, amid crowd con-
fusion. Don’t ever completely block off an escape route you may 
need! In a less confrontational situation, you can make it more 
difficult for the police to follow you in an organized line by sim-
ply moving the wrong way up a one-way street, provided there’s 
still traffic coming down it. Offensive use of projectiles is serious 
stuff—one can go to prison for many years, if arrested—but it can 
serve to keep police at a distance in order to protect an area, or 
provoke them into using tear gas. Don’t begin throwing projec-
tiles in a small group that can be surrounded—save it for massive 
clashes in which the city belongs to the police in one direction and 
the protesters in the other. When you throw, do so as part of a 
large group, from the front of the crowd, and maintain a steady 

hail in the contested area.
 If you’re planning to do property destruction, come 6

equipped with the appropriate tools. Make sure you’re informed 
about your targets and their weakness or strength; if you get in po-
sition and strike that felonious blow only to find you’re unable to 
break the shatter-proof glass, you’ve just risked a lot for nothing. 
Sometimes spray paint can be more eloquent than broken glass.
 There is a variety of police weapons that may be deployed 
against you: pepper spray, tear gas, water cannons, concussion gre-
nades, rubber bullets, clubs, charging horses or vehicles. Know 
what to expect in each situation, and be prepared. Police will en-
deavor to disperse unwanted crowds when they are not prepared 
to arrest them. Tear gas, concussion grenades, horse charges, rub-
ber bullets, etc. may be employed first, if the mass seems particu-
larly rowdy; then, when they deem it safe, the officers will move 
in. They will probably do so in lines, charging and falling back to 
regroup and consolidate their gain before charging again. Violent 
individual arrests will take place at this time to intimidate the mass, 
unless the side of the throng facing them is tight-knit and pro-
tected by barricades or united by linked arms. While the crowd 
seems volatile and daring, the police may well keep a distance; if 
the crowd is confused, passive, or disintegrating, they may move in 
to form lines in its midst, to speed the process along. At no point 
should you panic and run—this can only increase your chances of 
charging into trouble, and endanger others in the process; if oth-
ers start running, shout out “Walk, don’t run!” 
 If you are on the street, they will attempt to force you 
onto the sidewalk; this thins the crowd, lowers morale, and puts 
you a step closer to being cornered. If you are forced onto the 
sidewalk, you can use a street crossing or turn onto a side street to 
retake the asphalt; banner-carriers can rush forward and block the 
space to be taken while it is filled with people, as can bicyclists. If 
the police cannot get everyone onto the sidewalk, they will at least 
try to scare the less militant in the crowd into moving onto it and 
adopting a spectator role, so they can then deal with the hard core 
contingent.
 Police snatch squads can be sent into a crowd to grab 
individuals the police consider leaders or dangerous (or who have 
been observed committing a crime). Sometimes you can clearly 
see the commanding officer point out an individual to be snatched. 
The squad will attempt to surround the target, while keeping an 
open corridor back to police lines. To protect against this, keep a 
close watch on police movements—they may form a straight line 
perpendicular to the mass before pushing in. If you know who the 
target is, get them out of the area and into different clothing. Put 
your body between approaching officers and the target; keep mov-
ing and obstructing their path, while making it seem as accidental 
as possible, so as not to become a target yourself. If a group can 
isolate and surround individual officers that have entered a crowd, 
these will back off if they don’t feel in control.
 Others can attempt to unarrest individuals who have been 
nabbed. The time to do this is as soon as the police strike, before 
they have made their way back to their lines. You’ll need a few 
people to break the officers’ grip and others to block their path. 
As soon as your comrade is free, link arms and disappear im-
mediately into the crowd. The squad will probably try to snatch 
again, and will aim for the unarresters now too; keep in mind that 
unarresting may result in more serious criminal charges than the 
original target would have faced.

(BLOC)



 If you are grabbed by police, keep in mind that even self-
defense of the mildest sort can result in assault charges. If you ex-
pect your companions to try to snatch you back, keep the arresting 
officers’ job difficult by continuing to move, or else go limp: this 
will not result in assault charges and will force the officers to work 
much harder to move you.
 There’s always the chance that the police will totally sur-
round your group and arrest you one by one. If you find your 
group surrounded by police lines that are thin in one direction, 
you can attempt to charge out: use your own tight front line, pro-
tected with a barrier , to push as a solid wall, potentially with a 
plow point at the very front to divide them. Apply this tactic as 
soon as possible after you’ve been encircled, before they are en-
tirely sure of the situation, and with maximum confidence if you 
want it to work.
 Think about what the goals of the police will be, and how 
these affect your options. There will be moments during unex-
pected developments when they are paralyzed waiting for orders; 
take advantage of these—but if an unusually long period passes 
without police activity, it may be an indication that they have a 
trick up their sleeves, such as a new, more heavily armed and 
armored force massing nearby.
 At an action the powers that be see coming, you can ex-
pect to be under surveillance by undercover officers, and you may 
have to deal with agents provocateurs, too. Stay aware of those 
around you, especially strangers; undercover agents may be easy 
to identify (pairs of big men with two days of stubble on their 
faces, nice wristwatches, and communications equipment), or very 
difficult to. Keep your companions aware of every person you sus-
pect, but don’t “out” undercover agents unless you are absolutely 
sure they are agents.
 Stay aware of others, too, besides the police; other dem-
onstrators of more “liberal” or authoritarian bents may take it 
upon themselves to interfere your activities, unmasking you, as-
saulting you, or pointing you out to authorities; the same goes 
for local civilians. Never, ever respond to this with violence; walk 
away, or run if necessary. A direct action that turns into a brawl 
with locals or other activists is disastrous for everyone.
 As crazy as things get, remember that the police have fire-
arms, and there’s rarely any reason to risk getting killed for an 
action. A street confrontation with better-armed police officers is 
almost always going to be something more of a spectacle of con-
frontation than a no-holds-barred, life-or-death battle. The police 
are restricted in what they can do by what public opinion will de-
cree about it; you are limited in what you can do by a similar ques-
tion. Whenever you move up to a more confrontational tactic the 
police will immediately upgrade their tactics to a level higher than 
yours.
 Once again, all this will be very different if you are apply-
ing the Bloc tactic outside the demonstration setting. Rather than 
engaging in a confrontation with the police which you hope will be 
contagious, or at least risking the possibility, you will probably be 
doing everything you can to avoid encountering the police. 
 Escape: at the end of the action, the final remaining chal-
lenge is to get out of your gear and disappear. Layers, once again, 
are key: under your Bloc clothing, you should be wearing clothing 
that will make you blend easily with whatever liberal protesters or 

civilians will be in the area. You may have to get down to this layer 
at an instant’s notice: for instance, if the police have singled you 
out and are pursuing you. Make sure it’s a quick and easy transi-
tion to make. Try to do this in a mass of inattentive people, or 
around a corner or in a bush; if you’re seen or caught on camera 
changing, all that trouble you went to masking up may be wasted. 
Hopefully you have a clever escape route or two already planned 
out. Unless things have gotten really hairy, you should still be with 
your partner, if not a few members of your affinity group.
 Finally, the number one rule of all direct action: quit 
while you’re ahead. Take things as far as you can, but live to fight 
another day.

Afterwards

 After the action, gather again in your affinity group at a 
place and time safely removed from danger and surveillance. Give 
everyone a space to share how they’re feeling. Discuss and critique 
what happened, what you learned from it, what it means for the 
future. If applicable, make sure to report on your conclusions to 
other affinity groups who were involved, and seek their feedback 
as well. If any of you have been arrested or are facing other dif-
ficulties such as injury, discuss how to handle this. Celebrate your 
achievements, offer emotional support, swear and plot revenge 
if need be. Make sure above all that everyone involved 
knows they are loved and supported. 7
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century to the most recent manifestations such as the PATRIOT 
ACT and Homeland Security.  The third theme is the abolition 
of the Prison- Industrial Complex and finding community alterna-
tives to the police.
 This conference calls for people, movements, organiza-
tions and collectives to present alternative accounts to the politi-
cal dimensions of civic engagement, mutual aid and revolution 
as they relate to economics, politics, invention, technology, work, 
artistic and cultural production, the body, pedagogy and social 
change. The conference promises to create a provocative space 
for comparative critical dialogue between activists, revolutionar-
ies, educators, artists, musicians, scholars, social/cultural workers, 
doulas, actors and writers.  Our primary goals are to establish col-
laboration on issues related to LGBTIQQAA, political prison-
ers, police and prison abolition, international solidarity, earth and 
animal liberation, and attacking racism and patriarchy.  Through 
regional collaboration we can better organize events, campaigns, 
speaking tours and delegations. Through cooperation we can in-
crease the visibility of our causes and draw in more people by 
increasing communication channels and gaining awareness of the 
needs of each other's organizations, communities and continuing 
and increasing support for movements.  Join us in the struggle for 
positive social change and total liberation!

E-mail: lawandisorder@gmail.com
Website: lawandisorder.wordpress.com
Facebook: Law and Disorder Conference

We are excited to announce the Fourth Annual Law and Dis-
order Conference, May 10-12th 2013, at Portland State 

University.  This year's conference features a special panel about 
grand jury resistance with members of the Committee to Stop FBI 
Repression and the Committee Against Political Repression.   A 
special keynote will be given by former political prisoner Jihad 
Abdulmumit, co-chair for the Jericho Movement, as well as his 
highly acclaimed theatrical performance "Political Incarcerations".  
Other special presentations will be given by Sacramento Prisoner 
Support, David Hill (American Indian Movement), Portland Ris-
ing Tide, Portland Central America Solidarity Committee, Right 
2 Survive and Portland Industrial Workers of the World, as well 
as many other local organizations.
 L&D was founded in 2010 by members of the NW Stu-
dent Coalition, a consortium of radical student groups in the Pa-
cific Northwest from PSU, Mt. Hood Community College, Reed 
College and Washington  State University-Vancouver in the after-
math of the police murders of Aaron Campbell and Keaton Otis 
in Portland and Oscar Grant in the Bay Area.  The general theme 
of the conference has been to bridge the gap between different 
traditions of radical politics.  The first and foremost goal has been 
to raise the issues of U.S.-held political prisoners, their existence 
contrary to denial on the part of the state, and practical discus-
sions regarding their support and amnesty. Secondly, we engage 
in a critical dialogue about political repression, from the historical 
targeting and incarceration of activists in the FBI’s counterintel-
ligence program (COINTELPRO) in the second half of the 20th 
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