The Grand Jury: An Ongoing Witch Hunt
by Matthew Houston

I

n the early morning hours of July 25th, numerous homes
across the Northwest were raided, starting a now nearly
three-month wave of repression and harassment against anarchists. It was painfully clear that morning that the FBI, with
its Grand Jury subpoena and warrant listing “anarchist material or literature” as evidence, was the beginning a witch-hunt.
It was generally assumed that the Grand Jury was a response
to the events of May 1st in Seattle, but it has recently come to
light that the Grand Jury had been impaneled before May 1st1.
Lauren Regan, executive director of Oregon’s Civil Liberties
Defense Center (CLDC), who obtained documents that indicate
the Grand Jury was impaneled on March 2nd, said in an email
that this points to “some form of investigation that’s larger in
scope than simply May Day vandalism. What the true nature of
that investigation is, we don’t know.” Regan said that we don’t
have to look all that far back to see the similarities between
COINTELPRO, which sought to destabilize the civil rights and
radical political movements, with current attacks on left political groups. Regan believes that one of the worst things we can
do is to speculate on what the real investigation is about, as that
allows the government to intimidate us into inactivity. While
we may be uncertain as to the parameters of the Grand Jury we
are certain that it’s a continuation of a long history of statesponsored harassment and intimidation, reminiscent of the
Portland Red squad and the anti-communist hysteria of the
1950s.
The Grand Jury itself a travesty of justice, though to be honest justice has rarely ever been found in the courthouse, and
the Grand Jury currently is being used as a tool of the state to
attack and to intimidate people across the spectrum of society. Grand Juries are unlike normal trial juries in that prosecutors are allowed to admit evidence, such as hearsay, that
wouldn’t be admissible during normal court proceedings. They
are also able to ask questions about one’s politics, friends, fam-
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ily, none of which would be deemed relevant in a normal court
case. The subpoenaed individual is not allowed to have anyone
in the room: no judge, no friends, no family, not even a lawyer.
If people choose not to speak, the Grand Jury can have them
jailed for the duration of the investigation for contempt of court
(which we have nothing but). Josh Wolf, activist/videographer
served 226 days in prison for refusing to release a videotape in
2007.
On September 13th, Leah-Lynn Plante and Matt Duran arrived at the courthouse ready to appear before the Grand Jury.
They had appeared a number of weeks before and pleaded
their Fifth Amendment rights against self-incrimination, but
this time the Grand Jury re-subpoenaed them, granting them
immunity, thus opening them up to contempt of court if they
remain silent. They must either cooperate with the grand jury
or face up to 18-months of jail time. The Grand Jury uses immunity to coerce testimony by threat of jail via the contempt
of court and is currently using it against people whose only
crime is a belief in anarchism: in the dissolution of all forms of
hierarchy and domination in both social and economic spheres
of our lives.
Many supporters rallied outside the courthouse to show solidarity. Before and after the court dates, actions occurred across the
country to show support for the resisters and anger against the
repression by the state and capital. Leah-Lynn Plante and Matt
Duran had prepared statements. Leah read their statement
shortly before going into the courthouse and a comrade read
Matt’s as they were walking into the court (both statements can
be found in full at the end of this article). About an hour after
Matt went into the Courthouse, his supporters heard that he
was being tried for contempt and we proceeded to try and enter
the courthouse to show solidarity. The court, seeing the level of
support for the resisters, closed not only the contempt of court
hearing, which is normally open to the public, but the entire
floor of the court house. After nearly two hours, Leah walked
out of the court alone, having been re-subpoenaed for October
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10th. Matt Duran remains imprisoned as of this printing along
with Katherine “KteeO” Olejnik another Grand Jury resister.
On September 27th a third Grand Jury resister Katherine
“KteeO” Olejnik, was arrested for resisting the ongoing Grand
Jury witch-hunt. When subpoenaed she had decided to be
quieter about her intention to resist the grand jury, but since her
arrest she has released a statement, reprinted below.

Leah’s Statement concerning the Grand Jury:
My name is Leah-Lynn Plante, and I am one of the people who
has been subpoenaed to a secret grand jury, meeting in Seattle
on September 13th, 2012.
This will be the second time I have appeared before the grand
jury, and the second time I have refused to testify. The first time
was on August 2nd. I appeared as ordered and identified myself.
I was asked if I would be willing to answer any questions. I said,
“No,” and was
dismissed after
being served a
second subpoena. Over
a month later,
my answer is
still the same.
No, I will not
answer their questions. I believe that these hearings are politically motivated. The government wants to use them to collect
information that it can use in a campaign of repression. I refuse
to have any part of it, I will never answer their questions, I will
never speak. It is likely that the government will put me in jail
for that refusal.
While I hate the very idea of prison, I am ready to face it in order to stay true to my personal beliefs. I know that they want to
kidnap me and isolate me from my friends and my loved ones in
an effort to coerce me to speak. It will not work. I know that if I
am taken away, I will not be alone. We have friends and comrades all around the world standing behind us, and even though
this has been one of the most traumatizing experiences of my
life, I have never felt so supported or loved. I can only speak
for myself, but I have every faith that the others subpoenaed to
these hearings will likewise refuse. And I know that hundreds of
people have called the US Attorney demanding that they end
this tribunal. Hundreds of organizations, representing thousands of people, signed onto a statement expressing solidarity
with those of us under attack and demanding an end to this sort
of repression.
I know that those people will continue to support me, the others
subpoenaed, and the targets of the investigation. That spirit
of solidarity is exactly what the state fears. It is the source of
our strength, yours and mine. And that strength shows itself in
every act of resistance.
Forever in silence,
Leah-Lynn Plante

Matt’s Statement concerning the Grand Jury:
Friends and comrades, My name is Matt Duran and I will do
everything I can to resist this Grand Jury. I’m releasing this as
it’s come to my attention that the strategy my lawyer and I have
been working under will more than likely not work; the prosecution wants to grant me immunity before I even have a chance
to testify. I want to make it clear that I am in no way ever
cooperating with the state now or ever. Anyone who knows me
well enough to be a close friend knows that I will fight with my
political allies and for them with every fiber of my being. If I
ever did cooperate, it would bring an immeasurable amount of
shame upon myself, my community, and my family as they have
risked more in resistance than I have in my life so far.
This is not the first time that the State has attempted to kidnap
me, extort money from me, and take me away from my family,
loved ones, and comrades. The last time, the State even went
so far as to create lies in order to put me away. Bearing this in
mind as
well as the
institutional racism I
face every
day, I have
long ago
accepted
that I am
going to go to prison at some point in my lifetime. This compounded with the fact that I have such an amazing amount of
support, to the degree that I don’t even know what to do with it,
allows me to know that I am going to make it no matter what is
thrown at me.
People should know that this is more than likely not the end
of this, the State will continue this Grand Jury well after my
comrades and I are locked up. Whatever happens, I want you to
know that you are not alone and are more than capable of handling whatever is thrown at you. They would not be doing this
if we were not successful in any respect; if we kept to our ivory
towers debating what is more revolutionary and not actively
creating conflict, we would not be facing this repression. Do
not stop the struggle, keep organizing and fighting or they will
have won. When the Haymarket massacre took place all those
years ago and the martyrs were hung for their desire for a better
life, the State attempted to crush all radicals. Clearly, this did
not work then and it won’t work now. If this was their desire,
they have failed in every aspect of it as I have not seen anything
other than flagrant disregard for them across the globe. Keep
the struggle in your hearts and minds and do not bend to their
will. They will never be able to destroy us no matter how hard
they try.
In solidarity,
Matt Duran
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1883: C.E.S. Wood arrived penniless in Portland, where he lived two
lives: one as a well-known poet & lawyer
the other as a social anarchist who was a
vocal supporter of the IWW (Industrial
Workers of the World) and defender of
Marie Equi & Emma Goldman.
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1931: Unemployed Unity Councils are
formed during the depression giving
unemployed workers a means to support each other and struggle for political change in solidarity with employed
workers. When efforts to work within the
system failed, these councils often took
direction action in defense of their

1917: National campaign led by the U.S.
Attorney General against the IWW began. The local IWW hall was raided and
records and membership cards seized.

1915: Emma Goldman & Ben Reitman
were arrested for distributing birth control
information in violation of the Comstock
law. C.E.S. Wood bailed her out but she
and Rietman received $100 fines. Emma
spoke two more times in Portland, once
against World War II, and the other time
against monogamy.

1895: The Firebrand established in Portand by the Isaak family and friends. The
publication staunchly advocated free love
and women’s rights and critiqued censorship of sexual information.

Timeline

1887: John Reed born. As a journalist for The Masses, Reed covered the
IWW-led strike of textile workers in Paterson, New Jersey. Reed wrote Insurgent
Mexico and Ten Days that Shook the
World.

Katherine “KteeO” Olejnik statement concerning
the Grand Jury:

For me choosing to resist a grand jury is about humanity – I
cannot and will not say something that could greatly harm a
person’s life, and providing information that could lead to long
term incarceration would be doing that.

For me choosing to resist a grand jury is about freedom of
speech and association – I cannot and will not be a party to a
McCarthyist policy that is asking individuals to condemn each
other based on political beliefs.

The reasons above are why I am choosing to not comply. I
apologize to those in my life on whom my incarceration is going
to be a burden, and I thank you for understanding my decision.
For those unaware the folks being subpoenaed are being incarcerated for refusing to answer questions about others’ political
beliefs.

In Solidarity With All Those Resisting the Grand Jury,
Kteeo Olejnik

For up-to-date information check out the below websites and, as
always, never talk.

•

http://saynothing.noblogs.org
http://nopoliticalrepression.wordpress.com

*October 10th: Leah has been taken into custody for sticking
to her principals and resisting the coercion of the state.
Her statement can be found at
http://leahxvx.tumblr.com/post/33298924637
and her reading the statment can be found:
http://vimeo.com/51103273

Portland’s Radical Past: 1883-1975

Support Your Local Squatters
by Hopscotch

There is nothing wrong with the use of empty space. There’s
nothing wrong in reclaiming corporate property. I believe there
are only communal and shared spaces. The concept of ownership is a tricky subject. How can a corporation claim that they
own a house when they cannot possibly own the resources other
corporations stole by extracting from ecosystems on a planet which has no way of being
owned? How can any institution say they
own property when the land is something for
all to experience and partake in? We aren’t
born owning anything; we simply exist as
other life exists with us. Corporations, however, do claim ownership, and this is wrong.
If you were to visit a forest and sit underneath a tree, you would not claim that you
own the tree. You might claim it to be yours
for the time being, but only insofar as you are
using it. I don’t see how the use of choppedup trees, metals, glues, vinyl, paints, etc. is
any different. To call it a home only means it
has an intention to be a container for a specific use. Homes are
containers used for protection from the elements, privacy, sleep,
cooking, storage, social space and peace of mind. I perceive
that I need space for these ends and I claim space and use it for
some of those purposes, depending on where it is I am. When
I am done respecting my chopped-up trees, I’ll move on and
someone else can utilize what has been created and left.
Living in a home is a privilege and is something which is taken
for granted. Please take the time to check yourself.

1969: Kent Ford, a leader of the Black
Panthers, was brutally beaten by Portland
Police when he tried to stop them from
arresting a number of young people for
curfew violation. The beating triggered a
riot involving approximately 150 youths
that lasted two days and resulted in over
12 arrests.

1969-1978: The People’s Clinic operated
for 9 years, offering programs for sickle
cell anemia and lead poisoning testing, as
well as general health care. It also helped
individuals arrange transportation to visit
family members in prison.

1967: Three people were arrested during
a massive anti Vietnam War demonstration in front of the Selective Service
Headquarters. The arrests were the result
of a planned demonstration, the aim of
which was “breaking down the effectiveness of the draft.”

members interests. After some 400 unemployed stormed City Hall, the city agreed
to provide housing and shelter for over
1000 unemployed working people.

Words like “unfair” are common in discussions with individuals
who work 40+ hours a week and consider jobless and houseless
folks lazy. Those who take action and claim space are viewed as
going outside social norms. You can have whatever views you
choose. I see squatting from different perspectives. Most houseless folks have been tossed aside by society. Whether it’s because
of abuse in the home, the rejection of societal norms, following
a spiritual path or the lack of perceived opportunities for lower-

income folks, we take a chance at fate by doing something out
of the ordinary. We play our cards; that’s all anyone could do.
We’re not all professional card players.

1975: After four days of camping out in
front of the Bonneville Power Administration building, approximately 100
members of the Survival of American
Indians Association took over the BPA
offices. The action was designed to call
attention to the violation of human rights
that was taking place on the Pine Ridge
Reservation and the murder of Joe Stuntz
at Wounded Knee and to demand an end
to the undeclared state of martial law in
South Dakota.

I

squat and I am not intimidated of the Portland Police
Bureau, for-hire security, park rangers or any bank. Nor do
I feel obligated to pay for housing. I’m not intimidated by
continuous busts of individuals who make use of open space for
housing and community needs. I see these endeavors as actions
to reclaim our power. I stand in solidarity with individuals who
have been evicted, who sleep in doorways, under bridges, on
freight trains and in the middle of fields. I stand with you who
sleep in Portland Parks, who live in the various encampments
on public city land (Right 2 Survive, Right 2
Dream Too and, Dignity Village), as well as
victims of foreclosures and intimidation from
banks and those who realize their chains
and slave away at their jobs to ensure their
own sanity and the safety of their family and
guests. Those of you who pay for your nests
and offer space to others without exchanges
of money are greatly appreciated and we
love you for your openness. And those of
you who have misplaced/found your minds
simply by being susceptible to modern day
stresses and generations of repression and
decide to roam, may you find what it is you
are looking for. Is there anything we can offer
any of you?
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Most folks don’t understand what it’s like living with uncertainty while your physical health and mental sanity deteriorate
because of stress and anxiety or constantly being woken up and
asked to move. Excuse me, I was sleeping and not bothering
anyone. And if someone is bothered, it’s their discomfort about
their status they should be worrying about. People start looking
at you differently or looking away from you because you’re not
wasting water and are dirtier than they are and you carry what
belongings you have in your pack, like your portable bed, i.e. a
sleeping roll. They judge you for having the freedom of travel,
for having no institutionalized work, for searching for a good
spot to rest, for living with spontaneity and ingenuity. It fills the
heart to sleep under the stars or to finally find a solid place to
store the junk you’re carrying so you can rest your back. Maybe
there’s even a nice bed and no rats. But, oh, a Portland basement without mold and rats is utopia itself !
There is more constructed empty space than there are houseless folks. There are few old-growth forests left as a result of this
exaggerated construction. Let us honor what we have destroyed
and then created, make use of what is available, and have no regrets about it. There are many ways you can make use of space:

break and enter, find unlocked entries, refuse to pay for the
property you are already inhabiting and refuse to leave. Generate community support and build a network of resistance/
affinity/solidarity. One could research their housing rights or
not care and continue to pursue efforts to find a home. Set up
camp on public land. Create a village on forest land and claim
it on the grounds of religious freedom. Make space into sleeping quarters or community space like a bookstore, health clinic
or kitchen/free restaurant. Ask the owners of vacant buildings/
land if you can stay there. Sometimes work trade is involved.
There’s no need to be militant or dogmatic about the situation
either. If a property owner doesn’t want to deal with the home
but is okay if you clean it up and do yard work in exchange
to stay there, that’s awesome! If you are able to do chores for
a couch, that’s great. The point is to look outside the normal
scope of how our society runs and create an opening where
something different can be allowed to come through into larger
awareness.
We are powerful and we don’t need excuses. So, please, expand
your mind. Squat, support your local squatters and offer up
your space, or, well, we’ll take it.

•

FORCED TO WORK SICK:
SICK WORKERS SERVING
“BUGS” YOU CAN’T SEE.

92%

OF WAITRESSES
HAVE NO
PAID SICK DAYS.1

73%

OF FOOD PREP
WORKERS HAVE NO
PAID SICK DAYS.2

1. http://www.iwpr.org/publications/pubs/women-and-paid-sick-days-crucial-forfamily-well-being/at_download/file
2.Joint Economic Committee, United States Congress. (2010, March). Expanding
Access to Paid Sick Leave: The Impact of the Healthy Families Act on America’s
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TIENE QUE SER
PAGADO
AHORA!

David Graeber’s
Direct Action: An Ethnography

W

Review

by Jake

hat strikes one first about this book is its structure.
Rather than have multiple chapters steadily build
towards a point about direct action, Graeber chooses
to start the book with an account of his experiences surrounding the protests against the Free Trade of the Americas proposal in Québéc City in 2001 and then explores various aspects
and issues surrounding the concept of direct action, relating
it to those experiences. Graeber uses this structure because he
considers this work to be an ethnography, which is to say
he “aims to describe the contours of a social and
conceptual universe in a way that is at once
theoretically informed, but not, in itself,
simply designed to advocate a single argument or theory (vii).” Although this
approach is refreshing for its novelty,
it can be frustrating for the reader
who attempts to draw conclusions,
which is precisely Graeber’s aim: to
provoke critical thought rather than
force the reader to come about to his
perspective.
What, then, is this direct action that Graeber is making an ethnography for? He defines it
as:
…a form of action in which means and ends become,
effectively, indistinguishable; a way of actively engaging with the world to bring about change, in which
the form of the action-or at least, the organization of
the action is itself a model for the change one wishes
to bring about [...] A revolutionary strategy based on
direct action can only succeed if the principles of direct
action become institutionalized. Temporary bubbles
of autonomy must gradually turn into permanent, free
communities (210).
This seems a useful definition. However, in this ethnography
of direct action Graeber is entirely focused on the direct actions practiced by the activist left during the period when the
so-called anti-globalization movement was at its zenith (19992001). For example, in his chapter on actions, Graeber sketches
five basic examples: protest marches and rallies, picket lines,
street parties, civil disobedience, and the black bloc. While it
makes sense for him to focus on types of actions that he was
himself directly involved in, I am left wondering about direct
action that would take place at the point of production (that
is to say, on the job), which is entirely absent from this book.
This is unfortunate because it would seem that such actions
have much more potential to be effective, and are more likely to
directly impact the lives of those involved for the better. Al-

though the vast majority of working people in the U.S.A. do not
engage in strikes, at some point or another most do partake in
more subtle forms of subversive action to make their lives better
on the job, whether it’s covertly reading or stretching their ten
minute break to sixteen minutes. Thus it would seem that a far
greater percentage of the population engages in direct action
than just those explicitly involved in the activist left. While
Graeber would certainly not reject methods of direct action like
the strike or workplace sabotage, it is a sign of the weakness of the activist left that someone trying
to chronicle direct action does not give
any such examples. The fact that it
has been so difficult for anarchists
to institutionalize the principles
of direct action is intimately
connected to this divorce
from workplace organizing.
Another weakness of the
book is its extensive documentation of activist meetings. If
you thought activist meetings were
tedious to attend, try reading about
them for hundreds of pages! Such careful chronicling certainly has value and may be of
interest to those with little experience in such types of meetings,
but for anyone that has had to endure such processes reading
about them gets old pretty fast. This points to a greater problem with the intense focus on process on the part of anarchists
and activists in general: in spite of the obsession over the
most democratic or least authoritarian/hierarchical means of
decision-making, when it comes to actual moments of intense
and extensive activity (such as the events in Québéc City that
Graeber chronicles in the book), many of these processes are
cast aside and ignored. Events have a way of compelling people
to act in a variety of unexpected ways. This is not to say that
anarchists suddenly become authoritarian, but actions tend
to occur without many of the formal processes that anarchists
emphasize, and this is not necessarily a bad thing.
This is not to say Direct Action is a bad book. On the contrary
it is thought-provoking and well worth reading. It is, however,
a frustrating read: there will be hundreds of pages that seem
tedious and then Graeber will toss in a fascinating half-formed
thought that you would like to see explored further. There are
probably many ideas that this book caused me to consider other
than what was laid out above, but my thoughts on this book are
scattered because the ideas that provoked them are scattered
throughout the book and not necessarily developed.
David Graeber’s Direct Action: An Ethnography 2009, AK Press
Currently three within the Multnomah Country Library System
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