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sponding to protests near the mine attacked protesters 
and tear gas canisters ignited a forest fire. Since then, 
masked private security has patrolled the area. 33 peo-
ple were detained in relation to the arson.

CFN MILITANTS TORTURED: Greek anarchists who attempt-
ed to rob a bank on February 1 were tortured in police custody 
and Greek police sought to cover it up. The story came to light 
when Greek police released badly Photoshopped images of four 
suspects arrested in connection with an armed bank robbery in 
the town of Velventos, near Kozani. The four were photographed 
being led by anti-terrorism police forces from the local jail with 
noticeable bruises, swelling, cuts and abrasions around their faces 
on February 2, the same day mug shots were released with the 
extensive facial damage badly painted over using photo software. 
The four say that in custody they were handcuffed, forced to their 
knees, hooded and beaten around the head for four hours. Three 
suspects are alleged to belong to the militant anarchist group Con-
spiracy of Fire Nuclei, who gained worldwide attention in 2010 for 
sending small parcel-bombs to European embassies and officials, 
and numerous firebombings of banks in Greece. One suspect, 
20-year-old Nikos Ramos, is said to have been the best friend of 
Greek anarchist Alexis Grigoropoulos, whose unprovoked shoot-
ing death by police in Athens in 2008 set off a month of nation-
wide riots in Greece. Ramos witnessed the killing of Grigoropou-
los, who was 15 years old at the time of his death.

LONDON: Freedom Press, the oldest anarchist bookstore in Eng-
land, was firebombed on February 1. An unknown attacker broke 
a window of the London bookstore and lit the store on fire. The 
resulting fire destroyed hundreds of books. There was no major 
structural damage and no one was hurt in the attack.
 Freedom Press was co-founded in 1886 by Peter Kropot-
kin, Charlotte Wilson and other anarchists. The press’s paper, 
Freedom, is the only regularly-published national anarchist paper 
in the UK. In 1993, neo-fascist group Combat 18 firebombed the 
bookshop. Freedom Press volunteers suspect far-right involve-
ment in the latest firebombing.

News As The World Turns
and as the world burns

PORTLAND POLICE: Portland Police have 
recorded their first officer-involved shooting 
death of the year and the first of Mayor Char-
lie Hales's term. The shooting took place on 
the night of February 17 at Portland Adven-
tist Medical Center. Witnesses say that Merle 
Hatch, 50, threatened hospital staff with what 
they believed was a gun. A bystander video 
released February 20 shows that a brief stand-
off with PPB ensued and when Hatch ap-
proached the police, they fired multiple shots, 
killing him. It was determined that Hatch was 
unarmed and was carrying a black plastic 
handset from a telephone.

HOUSING JUSTICE: Three Portland housing activists have been 
charged in connection to a protest on October 30, 2012, when 
Multnomah County Sheriffs and Portland police forcibly evicted a 
Southeast Portland couple from their home. Dustin Hawks, Gen-
evieve Goffman and Ixtli Nexcoyotl all face multiple misdemean-
or charges, including assault, stemming from an incident where 
officers pepper-sprayed protesters who were using a foam banner 
to try to regain access to the besieged house. Officers were present 
with riot weapons at the scene. The evicted couple, Darren John-
son and Patricia Williams, later regained access to their home and 
moved back in on November 16.

PNW GRAND JURY: Documents detailing the surveillance of 
Portland anarchists and the Portland Police Bureau’s collusion 
with federal agents have been released by the federal government. 
The documents consist of an unsealed warrant and attached af-
fidavit authored by a Seattle-based FBI agent assigned to the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force. The FBI has been monitoring Portland 
anarchists since April 2012 and followed some who are alleged 
to have traveled to Seattle in order to participate in May Day pro-
tests last year. A grand jury seeking an indictment in the matter 
has seen four anarchists jailed in federal detention for refusing to 
implicate others. Three remain in custody.
 For more on this story, visit our website: portlandradicle.
wordpress.com.

GREEK GOLDMINE TORCHED: On February 17, 50 protest-
ers in the Skouries forest, in the Halkidiki peninsula set fire to 
equipment and living quarters of workers at the El Dorado gold-
mine, operated by the Canadian company of the same name and 
a Greek subsidiary. The protesters then used logs to block roads 
to police and fire personnel. An estimated $12 billion-worth of 
gold is said to exist below the forest. In 2003, the state signed a 

deal with the mining companies for $11 million of that, 
which angered locals who saw the environmental degra-
dation from the mine as a threat. Last year, riot police re-
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A telephone

A handgun

Nikos Ramos in undoctored photo (Left), and in poorly Pho-
toshopped mugshot (Right) 



The Portland Radicle aims to stimulate discussion of anarchist thought in our communi-
ties. We seek to disseminate diverse ideas of autonomy, self-determination, and  mutual aid 

in order to encourage constructive resistance against political, economic, and social forms of domination in our lives. The Portland 
Radicle is an anarchist-without-adjectives project that is looking for articles from anarchists of all backgrounds for consideration. We  
like writing that is accessible, but not simplistic. We are looking for articles between 500 and 1500 words. To submit please go to our 
website: portlandradicle.wordpress.com and click “Write for us.” 

HAMMOND: The judge in the case of anarchist hacker Jeremy 
Hammond is being asked to step down from presiding over his 
trial. Hammond, who has been regularly imprisoned in solitary 
confinement in a federal prison in Manhattan while awaiting tri-
al for over a year, is accused of taking part in the hacker group 
Lulzsec’s breach of the computers of the private intelligence firm 
Stratfor, a plot monitored by the FBI. Hammond’s lawyers filed 
a motion asking the judge to step down over what they said was a 
conflict of interest. The husband of Hammond’s judge is a part-
ner in the law firm of Cahill Gordon & Reindell LLP, a client of 
Stratfor named in the documents Hammond is accused of obtain-
ing and providing to Wikileaks. The law firm was a participant 
in a class-action settlement against Stratfor last June. The Judge, 
Loretta Preska, said on February 21 that she would hold a hearing 
on April 1 on whether she will recuse herself.

ROBIN BANKS: In Barcelona, the trial of anti-capitalist Enric Du-
ran Giralt has begun. Duran has admitted that from 2006 to 2008, 
he took out 68 loans from 39 banks, which he never intended 
to repay. Duran then gave the money to various European anti-
capitalist projects. Duran released a statement in 2008 saying that 
he had “robbed” 492,000 euros (at the time $705,967), and left 
Spain, but was arrested when he returned in 2009. He has stated 
that his actions were “financial civil disobedience” aimed at under-
mining the financial system and creating alternatives to it.

NAZI COP: Portland police Captain 
Mark Kruger is back in the news, 
after uncovered text messages jok-
ingly referring to Kruger’s Nazi sym-
pathies caused high-ranking police 
official Mike Kuykendall to resign. 
The texts, sent between PPB Direc-
tor of Services Kuykendall and Lt. 
Kristy Galvan, made fun of Kruger, 
characterizing him as a Nazi. Kruger 
was disciplined in 2010 for creating 
a monument to Nazi soldiers on 
Rocky Butte. Kruger has also been 
photographed in Nazi dress and 
was married near the site of Adolf 

Hitler’s summer home. Galvan was a part of the internal affairs 
investigation that sanctioned Kruger. Galvan filed a workplace ha-
rassment complaint against Kruger after she was placed under his 
command in 2011. Kruger filed a tort claim regarding the texts 
on January 15, suing the city for libel and slander, among other 
charges. After Kuykendall’s firing, Galvan filed a suit against the 
city, alleging workplace intimidation by Kruger.
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COP-ON-COP: The nation was capti-
vated last month by the one-man war 
waged by ex-Los Angeles Police De-
partment officer Christopher Dorner, 
which ended in Dorner's death on 
February 12. But this isn't the only cop-
on-cop violence on the west coast this 
year. On the night of January 20, off-
duty Hillsboro police officer Timothy 
Cannon engaged Forest Grove police in 

a firefight at his home when officers re-
sponded to a domestic disturbance. Cannon, who court records 
state was drinking heavily for a week, told officers who entered 
his home that he was armed with an AR-15 and that they would 
have to kill him. He refused to let his wife and daughter, who were 
barricaded in an upstairs bathroom, leave. Cannon and 10 Forest 
Grove officers then exchanged a total of over 100 rounds in a 
brief firefight, after which Cannon retrieved his family and sur-
rendered. No one was seriously injured and Cannon this month 
plead not guilty to 11 counts of attempted aggravated murder, 
along with 15 other charges.

DRONES: The city of Seattle has chosen to end its controversial 
police drone program after extended public backlash. The city’s 
fleet of two small surveillance aircraft will be returned to manufac-
turers after Seattle’s police chief and mayor announced their deci-
sions. Like many municipalities, the SPD were unsure as to how 
to use the drones, but had acquired them through Department of 
Homeland Security grants created when congress mandated that 
the Federal Aviation Administration ease rules for local authori-
ties and private companies to deploy drones.

SMASHING: Anarchists in Wash-
ington have claimed the destruc-
tion of 17 surveillance cameras, 
in participation with the Camover 
campaign called for by German 
anarchists and in solidarity with an-
archists working to resist the grand 
jury targeting anarchists in the Pa-
cific Northwest. It is unclear spe-
cifically where the disabled cameras 
came from or where in Washington 
the anarchists are from. More infor-
mation on Camover can be found 
at camover.noblogs.org.

Kruger in cap with 
swastika pin

An anarchist with the 
purloined cameras

Cannon
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by Ahjamu Umi

Of course, the Los Angeles Police Department is character-
izing Chris Dorner as a rogue cop gone terrorist.  They are 

saying he acted out in retaliation for being legitimately fired for 
misconduct.  On the flip side, some people in society are hailing 
Dorner as a hero for supposedly standing up to the long-hated 
LAPD and enacting revenge against them for their decades of 
racist behavior.  Only the most naïve among us would believe 
anything the LAPD says, but there are also problems with placing 
Dorner in the position of hero.  It’s totally understandable that 
communities – like the African, Indigenous, Latino, and disaf-
fected White ones – who are accustomed to being beaten down 
would hunger for a superhero to save the day, but unfortunately 
Dorner, and his alleged actions, aren’t the answer.  
 The first thing that must happen for any honest dialogue 
around this question to take place is the core issues have to be 
identified.  The facts are that by any account, Dorner’s problems 
with the LAPD emerged only when he himself became victimized.  
In spite of the fact that his alleged manifesto indicated he was fired 
because of his report of police brutality, the fundamental question 
that has to be raised is why would anyone become a police officer 
in the first place?  It’s pretty obvious that police are entities set up 
to serve as armed patrollers. Who do they patrol for and against?  
The answer of course – as outlined quite clearly in Kristian Wil-
liam’s outstanding book Our Enemies in Blue: Police and Power 
in America – is police developed from the organized slave patrols 
in the South and the so-called city guards in the North.  Each of 
these entities was organized to either capture or harass African 
people.  If you understand this historical fact, then it becomes 
much easier to grasp why Africans historically – regardless of what 
city, state, or region – have very poor collective relationships with 
police.  In fact, it is impossible to name one metro area where 
the police can claim a good relationship with African and/or In-
digenous people.  The LAPD has always taken this antagonistic 
relationship a notch higher.  This is the department that refused 
to protect the citizens of South L.A. (popularly known as South 
Central), from racist gangs like the “Spook Hunters” in the 1940s 
which led to the forming of self-help African street organizations 
that later evolved into the Crips and Bloods sets/organizations.  
This is the department that introduced the first Special Weap-
ons and Tactics unit (SWAT) which was created specifically to 
terrorize the L.A. chapter of the Black Panther Party.  This is 
documented by the SWAT team’s live violent assault against the 
Black Panther office on Central Avenue on December 8, 1969, 
which served as their televised debut to the world.  This is the 
department that made choking – and often killing – Black/Brown 
men a department policy.  Finally, this is the department that beat 
a drunk and defenseless man, Rodney King, on video and stead-
fastly maintains to this day the innocence of the officers inflict-

ing the beating, in spite of an international audience that 
knew different.  These things just scratch the surface of the 4

LAPD’s relationship to the community, and it begs the question 
of how and why anyone African would want to join an organiza-
tion that has that type of undisputed history terrorizing the African 
community.  Yes, we know, some people will believe Dorner and 
others join to help by changing it from the inside.  Unfortunately, 
his own comments within his manifesto (assuming he wrote it, 
but regardless, the following statement follows conventional logic), 
indicate that Dorner was well aware and – up to reporting the 
incident that got him in trouble – had always obediently  followed 
and respected the LAPD’s notorious “blue wall of silence” rule.  
So much for him being an agent of change. 
 Police exist and operate to protect the moneyed interests 
(e.g. property and business), and control the working poor – par-
ticularly people of color.  In order to do this they develop the 
war ideology required to carry out such barbaric actions.  This 
includes institutional racism, sexism, and all other forms of class 
oppression.  This explains why Dorner would allegedly kill the 
daughter of one of his enemies on the police force.  If Dorner did 
indeed kill Monica Quan (because again, you can’t really believe 
anything police say), this would represent the classic example of 
viewing women as property, and by harming her, her father is 
harmed in the way you would smash someone’s car with a base-
ball bat.  
 Either way, Chris Dorner is no solution.  He’s symptom-
atic of the problem, which is capitalism.  All around us people 
are losing their minds and going off the deep end.  Since people 
are commodities in this society, it’s not a far stretch for alienated 
people to express their anger through violence, often random in 
scope.  Police are simply capitalism’s armed guards, whether it’s 
the LAPD or Mayberry RFD.  It’s unfortunate, but until enough 
people wake up and realize these events will continue to take 
place as manifestations of larger problems, not simple idealistic 
solutions to complex problems, we will continue to see these types 
of things take place with no collective advancement for the masses 
of people.  That collective advancement will only occur when peo-
ple take responsibility for the problems caused by capitalism and 
their armed guards by deciding to get involved and organize for 
permanent change.  This will include becoming more concerned 
about organizing for justice than how many points LeBron scored 
or who you can sleep with this weekend.  Since you don’t know 
when someone will snap and start shooting in the coffee shop, 
store, or any other place, you have to protect yourself.  Because 
you don’t know when you will be another random victim of racist 
and/or sexist violence by police or citizens you have to be pre-
pared.  There’s no way of knowing when predatory banks or land-
lords will take advantage of you.  It’s critical that you take action. 
You can’t predict when greedy employers will screw you over, so 
it’s in your interests to have a plan.  The only protection, plan, 
and action that will solve any of these problems is people getting 
involved, staying involved, and working seriously – through the 
frustrations, demoralization, and trauma - to make serious contri-
butions towards fighting for a just society by any means necessary.  
This is especially important for those who claim to be conscious 
and already involved in the fight.  It’s important that you evaluate 
your work.  How can you help win more hearts and minds over to 
the side of justice where people and their needs are supreme over 
capital?  Those are the real issues.

Another Perspective on 
Chris Dorner



Phoolan Devi, the infamous “Ban-
dit Queen” of India, was born in 

1963 in a small village in the state of 
Uttar Pradesh.  Her family belonged 
to the mallah caste and she spent her 
childhood in poverty, enduring hunger 
and abuse from members of the upper 
castes.  At age 11, after protesting what 
she perceived as her cousin’s usurp-
ing of her father’s share of land, she 
was married off to a man 20 years her 
senior.  Although it was customary for 
child brides to stay with their parents un-
til they were 15 or 16 years old, Devi’s 
father-in-law immediately took her to his 
house to do housework, as there were 
no women in his household.  Following 
brutal sexual assaults by her husband 
intended to “make her a woman,” she 
ran away repeatedly from her marital 
home to her father's house.  Finally her 
husband married a second wife and de-
manded that Devi stay with her parents. 
          Being abandoned by her husband 
made her a target for unwanted sexual attention by upper-caste 
thakur men.   Devi protested this harassment and was raped at 
gunpoint in front of her family by a group of thakurs in retribu-
tion.  Although sexual harassment and rape were a fact of life for 
many lower-caste women and cultural norms required silence 
about rape, Devi publicly demanded justice for the assault.  News 
of her breaking the taboo spread and thakur men throughout the 
area started coming to her village looking to rape her and terror-
izing other low-caste women.  The villagers shunned her family, 
refusing them access to the village well, and employers used her 
‘shame’ as an excuse to deny her family members their wages. 
 Devi remained rebellious, using sabotage, threats, and 
trickery to fight wage theft.  She continued to accuse her cousin 
Mayadin of stealing her family’s inheritance and accompanied her 
father to court over the issue.  She also had altercations with the 
family of a village leader.

 Devi made many enemies and was considered a nui-
sance by members of her village.  To escape a marriage they 
arranged to keep her from making trouble—one that would put 

her in the power of one of her rapists—she ran away to the vil-
lage her older sister and brother-in-law.  Meanwhile, her cousin 
Mayadin accused her of petty theft and local police jailed mem-
bers of her family in her stead.  To free her family, she turned 
herself in.  The authorities ignored her alibi and jailed her, beat-
ing and gang-raping her for three days and threatening to harm 
her family if she spoke about the abuse.  The police also ex-
tracted a false confession from her, but she was acquitted in trial. 

 When Devi returned home she was 
taunted and further shunned for being 
‘unclean,’ as jail was known to be a place 
where women were raped.  Desperate 
and feeling that she had nothing left to 
lose, she became bold and began threat-
ening those who tried to abuse her with a 
fictitious rifle.  On one occasion she beat 
a would-be rapist and on another scared 
off several police officers who were ha-
rassing her by drawing public attention.

 
 
 
 
 

 A rumor that Devi was involved with 
dacoits, or roving bandits began, and in 
1979 her cousin Mayadin hired a real 
gang of dacoits to kidnap Devi.  She 
was abducted from her home and be-
came caught in a conflict between 
two factions of the gang, one headed 
by Baboo Gujar, an high-caste dacoit 

leader who was a serial rapist and abuser, and the other by Vi-
kram Mallah, a mallah like Devi who was tired of Gujar’s be-
havior.  When Gujar attempted to rape Devi, Mallah took the 
opportunity to kill him.  Devi began a relationship with Mallah 
and became co-leader of the gang.  He taught her to use a rifle 
and she participated in lootings targeting upper-caste villagers, 
taking prisoners for ransom and occasionally robbing trains. 
 They also attacked the village of Devi's husband.  Devi 
stabbed her husband in the chest and left him severely wounded 
by the side of a road, bearing a note warning older men not to mar-
ry young girls.  She and the dacoits later returned to her village, 
where they found her family near starvation, having been deprived 
of most of its food by villagers who said that the dacoits’ kidnapping 
of Devi had brought shame upon them all.  Terrified of the gang, 
the leaders of the village and her cousin Mayadin begged for her 
forgiveness.  Devi wanted to kill Mayadin but was prevented from 
doing so by her parents and Mallah, as killing a member of one’s 
family was considered a great sin and dacoits depended in part 
on their reputations and the good will of villagers, who provided 
occasional food, shelter, and information about high-caste targets. 
 Tensions rose after upper-caste former members, Shri 
Ram and Lala Ram, rejoined the gang.  The brothers resented the 
killing of former leader Gujar and the ascension of low-caste 
Mallah and Devi.  Shri 

Phoolan Devi by Emily

TRIGGER WARNING: This article references sexual assault, 
and may be triggering to some people.

“I was discovering piece by painful piece how my world was put 
together: the power of men, the power of privileged castes; the power 
of might.  I didn’t think of what I was doing as rebellion; it was the 
only means I had of getting justice.” -Phoolan Devi

This article draws primarily from Devi’s own account in her au-
tobiography I, Phoolan Devi, which was recorded and transcribed 
(since Devi could not read or write) with her approval during her 
prison sentence.

“Because they lived in fear, I realised, all 
you had to do was frighten them!  Because 
they used violence, you had to be violent 
too!” -Phoolan Devi

5(DEVI, cont. page 6)



Ram eventually shot and killed Mallah and kidnapped 
Devi, parading her naked from village to village and 

taking her to the thakur-dominated village of Behmai.  For three 
weeks, she was repeatedly beaten and raped until she was res-
cued by a low-caste villager and two former members of her gang. 
 Devi formed a new gang comprised solely of men from 
similar castes and began a new campaign of robberies throughout 
the region, working for a while with a Muslim gang.  She developed 
a reputation for avenging wrongs against the poor, targeting upper-
caste men who were known for raping, abusing, or exploiting low-
er-caste villagers.  She punished these men by robbing, beating, 
and on occasion castrating them.  According to her autobiography, 
her greatest satisfaction was distributing stolen money to the poor, 
though authorities say there is no evidence of her having done so. 

 Devi was obsessed with avenging Mallah’s death and her 
humiliation.  On February 14, 1981, she returned to Behmai 
seeking Shri Ram and members of his gang.  There are contradic-
tory accounts of what followed.  Some survivors say that when the 
men could not be produced, Devi ordered over 20 thakur men 
rounded up and executed although they had not been involved in 
her imprisonment and rape.  Other survivors say that she was not 
present during the execution.  According to her autobiography, she 
pursued Shri Ram out of the village and did not order the shooting. 
 Members of her gang were responsible in any case and 
the incident made Devi and her gang high-level targets for arrest 
or execution.  She evaded the authorities for two years, hidden 
by low-caste Indians sympathetic to her cause.  In 1983, in failing 
health and with most of her gang dead or captured, she negotiated 
the terms of her surrender and was jailed for 11 years, waiting to 
stand trial.  During her imprisonment, she was operated on for 
ovarian cysts and given an unnecessary hysterectomy by a doctor 
who reportedly said he didn’t want her breeding more Phoolan 
Devis.  All charges against her were eventually dropped in a con-
troversial move influenced by popular support for Devi who at 
the time of her arrest had been the subject of a media frenzy. 
 In 1996 Devi was elected to parliament as a mem-
ber of the Samajwadi Party on a platform of helping the poor 
and oppressed.  She was assassinated on July 25, 2001 by 
a gunman seeking revenge for the 1981 Behmai massacre. 
 A few decades later, a different sort of gang is prominent 
in Uttar Pradesh.  The gulabi, or pink gang was formed by Sam-
pat Pal Devi in 2006.  The women’s gang, comprised almost sole-
ly of dalit or “Untouchable” women, has defended women from 
abusive husbands, pressured apathetic or belligerent authorities 
to prosecute domestic abuse, stopped child marriages, and fought 
corruption among politicians and police, using force when neces-
sary.
 "To face down men in this part of the world, you have 

to use force. I didn't do anything wrong. I have faith that 
justice will prevail," Sampat Pal has said.

 The gang’s more daring exploits include hijacking a 
truck of government-subsidized low-cost food meant for the 
poor that had been stolen for market resale, ambushing a lo-
cal electricity office when officials were withholding electricity 
until they received bribes, and storming a police station where 
protesters were being detained.  The gang has also started a 
school to fight illiteracy among the poor.  The gulabi gang re-
portedly has over 20,000 members and enjoys popular support. 
 Phoolan Devi remains a folk hero to the poor, low-caste 
and dispossessed in India. May her example inspire those fighting 
against rape culture and terrorize rapists everywhere. 

(DEVI) 
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“If a mother wanted to protect her daughter, or a father his wife 
or his sister, they knew all they had to do was say to the rapist 
that Phoolan Devi would punish them.  And I did.  I helped the 
poor people by giving them money and I punished the wicked with 
the same tortures they inflicted on others, because I knew the police 
never listened to the complaints of the poor.” -Phoolan Devi

Never Idle: An Interview with Gord Hill

Radicle: Could you explain how indigenous power is ap-
portioned in Canada and the Assembly of First Nations? 

 
Gord Hill: The AFN is comprised of all the band council chiefs. 
We refer to them as the “Indian Act chiefs” because the Indi-
an Act is federal legislation that was introduced in 1876 and it 
was through this act that the Canadian government imposed the 
reservation system and the band council system and status, like 
who is a Native. That's the main thing about the Indian Act, so 
since then they imposed these band councils and chiefs onto all 
the reserves. The Assembly of First Nations was established in 
the early 1980s and it's a national organization of these Indian 
Act chiefs. They're basically a lobby group with the govern-
ment. They're a political organization of the Indian Act chiefs. 
 
I understand you have a critique of the Idle No More movement. 
 
Idle No More was started in mid-November [2012], by four wom-
en. These are professional women: lawyers, university professors, 
business managers. So right off the bat, I have a critique of their 
class, because they're a middle class elite trying to organize the 
grassroots people here. What Idle No More did was they coordi-
nated with some Indian Act chiefs who have their own agenda with-
in the Assembly of First Nations and in terms of their relationship 
with the federal government. Idle No More organizers were work-
ing with the Indian Act chiefs in mid-December. What the chiefs 
did is that there was a special assembly of the AFN in Ottawa, so 
some of these chiefs that Idle No More were working with went to 
the House of Commons and did a symbolic attempt to enter and 
had a little scuffle for 30 seconds with security guards. This be-
came national news here in Canada. It was one of the main things 
that propelled Idle No More into the national consciousness. Af-
ter that December 10 was their big national day of action. Most of 
it was organized by the Indian Act chiefs. That's one of the main 
criticisms I had right off the bat. Not only are these professional, 
middle-class elites trying to organize grassroots people, but they're 
working with the Indian Act chiefs. The whole thing about the 
Indian Act chiefs and the band councils is that one of the reasons 



1918: In what becomes known as the Green Corn Rebellion, radicalized 
Seminoles, Muscogee Creeks, and white and African-American tenant 
farmers begin attacking police and destroying telephone lines and bridg-
es in rural Oklahoma in response to the military draft for World War I.  

1924: Renegade Apaches living in northern Mexico away from US res-
ervations make a final raid to steal horses from Arizona settlers.  The 
skirmish is considered by historians to be the last battle of the American 
Indian Wars.

1930: Inspired by the nonviolent Mau rebellion against New Zealand 
in Western Samoa, protests in American Samoa reach a fevered pitch 
against the US Navy’s governance.
  
1946: Under the leadership of the International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union 26,000 sugar workers and their families (76,000 
in all) organize a 79-day strike across the Hawaiian, Japanese, Filipino, 
and white communities.  Racist labor relations and paternalistic social 
institutions are shaken for years. 

1957: Wallace Mad Bear Anderson leads Iroquois protests against state 
income taxes in New York, burning summonses for unpaid taxes at the 
state courthouse.

1963: Government plans to explode a thermonuclear bomb at the north 
Alaskan town of Point Hope in order to create a deepwater harbor are 
thwarted by the local Inupiaq community and anti-nuclear protesters.  
Operation Plowshare, an effort to use nuclear weapons for peaceful con-
struction, continues unabated in Nevada for a decade.

1968: The American Indian Movement (AIM) is first founded in Min-
neapolis as community patrols to monitor police treatment of urban 
American Indians.

1975: About 100 Native AIM activists take over the Portland offices of 
the Bonneville Power Administration, the federal agency in that markets 
Pacific Northwest hydroelectric power, in response to federal repression 
on South Dakota’s Pine Ridge and Rosebud Indian reservations.

1988: 250 native activists and environmentalists set up camp in Ward 
Valley, California in order to stop construction of a dump for low-level 
nuclear waste on land regarded as sacred by local tribes.

1999: Byron Shane “Oso Blanco” Chubbuck is arrested after a string of 
14 bank expropriations throughout the Southwest.  The expropriated 
funds are used to support the Zapatista rebellion in Chiapas, Mexico.

2013: As the Idle No More movement sweeps Canada in opposition to 
the erosion of indigenous rights and environmental protections, solidar-
ity protests and inspired actions emerge in several U.S. states.

Indigenous Resistance in the Last 100 Years
by Andrew

we don't have a very strong indigenous grassroots movement here 
is because of the Indian Act chiefs. One of their roles is to control 
Native people. One of the things they do is that they've always 
worked to suppress grassroots movement here. It's a big problem 
when you have a supposedly grassroots movement arising. These 
Indian Act chiefs are aboriginal businessmen, for the most part. 
There's a term we have up here called “aboriginal business elite,” 
because these are people involved in multi-million dollar corpo-
rations through the band council system and Indian Act system. 
 What happened with Idle No More is that as it pro-
gressed, they also revealed very, very reformist politics. They 
started out wanting to stop Bill C-45. They began imposing all 
kinds of codes of conduct on people people who were attend-
ing Idle No More rallies. They're imposing a pacifist ideology on 
this grassroots movement and strict legalism. When the block-
ades started occurring, Idle No More organizers came out and 
said “We don't support any illegal actions,” the blockades, which 
are civil disobedience acts. They're not militant. These blockades 
are fairly routine here in Canada, carried out by Native peoples. 
Those are some of the main critiques I had of Idle No More. 
 
That's been borne out through the life of the protest, right? 
 
The protests were strongest in December and there were a lot of 
temporary blockades of highways, border crossings, and trains at 
the high point of the movement. As it progressed, it began to de-
cline more and more because Idle No More organizers are trying 
to put out all these little fires saying “No, that's not Idle No More. 
That's not what we do. This is strictly an educational movement.” 
That's what they've evolved into now. They're holding forums and 
educational circles in communities. That's basically what they are 
now. 

Can you talk about anti-capitalist and anti-colonial Native or-
ganization in Canada and what that’s looked like in the past? 
 
One of the critiques that myself and other Native radicals had of 
Idle No More is that they’re very entitled. It’s more indicative of 
these middle class organizers, where they were. They were idle. 
They were sitting around, being idle and then they decided “We’re 
going to organize against Bill C-45, so therefore we’re Idle No 
More,” but in reality there’s a long history of indigenous resistance 
in this country, anti-colonial resistance. Even in the last 30-year pe-
riod, you’ve got all kinds of grassroots movements. They’re local-
ized, they’re trying to stop a particular project, something in their 
local area. There’s a long history of blockades. One of the high-
lights would be Oka, in 1990, a Mohawk community near Mon-
treal, Quebec, who were resisting the expansion of a golf course 
and condominium complex and it escalated into a 77-day armed 
standoff. The Canadian government deployed 4,500 soldiers to 
contain this rebellion. Oka set the tone for indigenous resistance 
all throughout the 90s. There were a lot of militant blockades. 
 In 1995, in the summer, there was an occupation in Ip-
perwash Provincial Park in southern Ontario, which ended with 
the Ontario Provincial Police sending in the riot squad. The 
people defeated the riot squad and the police went back later in 
the night with a heavily-armed tactical unit that opened fire. They 
fired over 1,000 rounds at these unarmed protesters. They killed 
Dudley George. The same summer there was a standoff here in 
central B.C. at place called Gustafsen Lake. It’s in Secwepemc 
territory. It’s also known as Ts’peten. That was a Sun Dance camp 
that a white, American rancher wanted evicted from his prop-
erty, so the B.C. Government sent in 450 heavily-armed Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. There was a month-long standoff 
there. The RCMP opened fire. They fired tens of thousands of 
rounds, trying to kill these (HILL, cont. page 8)
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indigenous land defenders. 
Up in New Brunswick in 1999 to 2001, there 

was a fishing conflict that involved hundreds of RCMP 
and Department of Fisheries and Oceans officers try-
ing to enforce a ban on lobster fishing on the Mi’kmaq. 
In 2006, there was the Six Nations land reclama-
tions in Ontario, which involved hundreds of Six Na-
tions members resisting the Provincial Police. 
These struggles, which were militant and anti-colonial have been 
very successful. In Ipperwash, they reclaimed the land they were 
forcibly removed from prior to World War II. They got that land 
back and they’re still living on it. Six Nations stopped the develop-
ment of a condominium project and they’re still occupying that 
site. This is six years later. There’s a rich history of indigenous 
struggles here and Idle No More comes in with their ahistorical 
analysis. It’s like they don’t know anything about this history. Right 
now in B.C. we have major struggles going on with pipelines. En-
bridge pipeline is one of seven proposed pipeline projects running 
roughly from Prince George in the interior of the province to the 
coast at Prince Rupert and Kitimat. There’s other struggles going 
on against mining projects. There’s a lot of activity going on here. 
Idle No More just came in and seem to be just clueless about it. 
 

(HILL)

Gord Hill is from the Kwakwaka'wakw Nation and has been in-
volved in indigenous resistance movements since 1990. He main-
tains the Warrior Publications blog at warriorpublications.word-
press.com and has published two comics with Arsenal Pulp Press: 
The 500 Years of Indigenous Resistance Comic Book and The 
Anti-Capitalist Resistance Comic Book. Our full interview with 
Hill can be found on our website: portlandradicle.wordpress.com 


